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Louisiana Administrative Code 1 
 2 

Title 46 – Professional and Occupational Standards 3 
 4 

Part LIII:  Pharmacists 5 
 6 
Chapter 11.  Pharmacies 7 
  8 
§1103.  Prescription Department Requirements 9 

A. A prescription department of a pharmacy shall provide sufficient floor space allocated to ensure that 10 
drugs are compounded and dispensed in a well lighted, ventilated, climate controlled, and safely 11 
enclosed structure. 12 

B. Restricted.  A prescription department is a restricted area. 13 
C. Square Footage.  A prescription department that is new or remodeled on or after January 1, 2004 shall 14 

be not less than three hundred (300) total square feet, and shall be inaccessible to the public. 15 
D. Prescription Counter.  A prescription counter on which to compound or dispense medications shall 16 

have a working surface of not less than a minimum of twenty-four (24) total square feet.  The 17 
minimum unobstructed free working surface shall be kept clear at all times for the compounding or 18 
dispensing of prescriptions. 19 

E. Prescription Aisle Space.  The aisle space behind the prescription counter shall be not less than thirty 20 
(30) inches in width. 21 

F. Prescription Department Plumbing.  A sink equipped with hot and cold running water shall be located 22 
within the prescription department.  A sink located in a pharmacy restroom shall not be sufficient to 23 
satisfy this requirement. 24 

G. Electronic Record Keeping System.  An electronic record keeping system shall be utilized in a 25 
pharmacy department and shall be a complete, accurate, and readily retrievable prescription record 26 
keeping and storage system. 27 

H. Drug Inventory. 28 
1.    Storage.  The pharmacy shall provide sufficient space on-site for proper storage of labels, 29 

prescription containers, and an adequate prescription inventory in order to compound and dispense 30 
prescription orders.  Drugs that require special storage shall be properly stored. 31 

2.   Missing or Damaged Inventory.  When significant drug inventory is missing or damaged for any 32 
reason, the pharmacy owner or pharmacist-in-charge shall file with the board a signed statement of 33 
the circumstances of such occurrence and evidence that the appropriate law enforcement authorities 34 
were notified as required by law. 35 

         3.   Equipment.  The pharmacy shall provide sufficient fixtures, equipment, and utensils to ensure that 36 
                            drugs are properly compounded and dispensed. 37 

I. Pharmacy Security.  The prescription department or the premises housing the prescription department 38 
shall be adequately secured by the installation of partitions and secured entrances, which shall be 39 
locked by a pharmacist and made inaccessible when the prescription department is closed.  The 40 
prescription department or any premises housing a prescription department shall be adequately secured 41 
by an alarm system. 42 

J. Emergency Access.  An additional key to the prescription department may be maintained in a secure 43 
location outside the prescription department for use during an emergency.  A log shall be maintained 44 
with the key, indicating the name of each non-pharmacist using this key, the date and time of entry, 45 
and the nature of the emergency. 46 

K. References.  A printed copy of the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy Laws and Regulations shall be 47 
maintained and readily available within the prescription department of a pharmacy.  The pharmacy 48 
shall maintain access to current and appropriate reference materials pertinent to the pharmacy practice, 49 
including but not limited to, pharmacology, drug interactions, dosing, toxicity, and patient counseling. 50 

 51 
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:1182. 52 
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HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Pharmacy, LR 23:1310 53 
(October 1997), amended LR 29:2087 (October 2003), effective January 1, 2004, amended LR 39:315 (February 54 
2013). 55 
 56 
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