Fouigiana BWoard of Pharmacy
3388 Brentwoaod Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809-1700
Telephone 225.925.6496 ~ E-mail: info@pharmacy.la.gov

March 23, 2020

Office of the Governor

PO Box 94004

Baton Rouge LA 70804-9004
Matthew.Block@la.gov

Electronic Mail — Delivery Receipt Requested
Re: Emergency Rule Rescinded
Dear Governor Edwards:

The Board issued an Emergency Rule on March 22 to limit the dispensing of
chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine by pharmacists when those drugs were prescribed
for the COVID-19 outbreak. The rule was premised on a shortage of those drugs in the
supply chain. With new information about a significant donation and distribution of
those drugs to hospitals, and with the removal of those drugs from the federal FDA'’s list
of drugs in shortage, the basis for the rule has been resolved.

The Board now rescinds the Emergency Rule effective March 23, 2020. If you
have any questions or need additional information, please contact me directly at
mbroussard@pharmacy.la.gov or 225.925.6481.

For the Board:
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Malcolm J Broussard
Executive Director

¢e; Office of the Attorney General — executive@ag.state.la.us
President, Louisiana Senate — apa.senatepresident@leqis.la.gov
Chair, Senate Health & Welfare Committee — apa.s-h&w@legis.la.gov
Speaker, Louisiana House of Representatives — apa.housespeaker@legis.la.gov
Chair, House Health & Welfare Committee — apa.h-hw@leqis.la.qov
Director, Office of the State Register — reg.submission@la.gov




EMERGENCY RULE

Department of Health

Board of Pharmacy

Limitation on Dispensing Chloroquine and Hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19 (LAC 46:L111.1145)

The Louisiana Board of Pharmacy issued an Emergency Rule on March 22, 2020 to limit the dispensing of chloroquine and
hydroxychloroquine by pharmacists when prescribed for the COVID-19 outbreak. As described in the declaration of emergency, the
rule was premised on a shortage of the products sufficient that hospitals attempting to treat their patients with confirmed cases were
unable to obtain adequate supplies of the drugs to do so. In addition, the Board had received reports of hoarding and inappropriate
use of the products. Although drug manufacturers had committed to increasing their production, their expected timeframe for
resolution of the shortage was six to eight weeks. The Board determined it appropriate to limit the dispensing of those products for
a brief period of time to resolve the supply chain issue.

With new information about a significant donation and distribution of the products to hospital pharmacies, and with the removal
of those drugs from the federal Food and Drug Administration’s list of drugs in shortage, it appears the basis for the emergency rule

has been resolved. The Board has determined it appropriate to rescind the Emergency Rule effective March 23, 2020.
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