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Limitation on Dispensing Chloroquine and Hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19 (LAC 46:LIII.1145) 

The Louisiana Board of Pharmacy issued an Emergency Rule on March 22, 2020 to limit the dispensing of chloroquine and 

hydroxychloroquine by pharmacists when prescribed for the COVID-19 outbreak.  As described in the declaration of emergency, the 

rule was premised on a shortage of the products sufficient that hospitals attempting to treat their patients with confirmed cases were 

unable to obtain adequate supplies of the drugs to do so.  In addition, the Board had received reports of hoarding and inappropriate 

use of the products.  Although drug manufacturers had committed to increasing their production, their expected timeframe for 

resolution of the shortage was six to eight weeks.  The Board determined it appropriate to limit the dispensing of those products for 

a brief period of time to resolve the supply chain issue. 

With new information about a significant donation and distribution of the products to hospital pharmacies, and with the removal 

of those drugs from the federal Food and Drug Administration’s list of drugs in shortage, it appears the basis for the emergency rule 

has been resolved.  The Board has determined it appropriate to rescind the Emergency Rule effective March 23, 2020. 
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