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On behalf of the Louisiana Health Care Quality Forum, I am writing in support of the 

Legislative Workgroup Report on Electronic Prescribing and Electronic Prior Authorization.  

In addition, I would like to share our comments on the final report and reiterate the 

organization’s support to assist this workgroup.  

 

The Forum is a private, not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing evidence-based, 

collaborative initiatives to improve the health of Louisiana residents. As a multi-stakeholder 

improvement organization, it is well-positioned to serve as a neutral convener of providers, 

payers, consumers and purchasers.  It also serves as the state-designated entity to lead the 

planning and implementation of Louisiana’s regional extension center and health information 

exchange.  

 

The Louisiana Health Information Exchange, or LaHIE, allows authorized providers and 

organizations to electronically access and share health-related information through a secure 

and confidential network to improve patient safety, quality of care and health outcomes.  The 

exchange is currently being implemented statewide.   

 

In relation to Section II, B4, discussion at the workgroup meeting on Jan. 18, 2012, focused on 

standardization of electronic prior authorization to meet the needs of providers, insurers and 

pharmacy benefit managers.  At this time, we do not know when national standards for 

electronic prior authorization will be announced, but the Forum offers its services as a neutral 

facilitator to convene representatives from these groups at the state level to discuss mutually 

acceptable solutions.     

 

In closing, the Forum is prepared to work closely with all member organizations that comprise 

this workgroup.  We will ensure that state-level issues about electronic prescribing and 

electronic prior authorization are relayed to the Office of the National Coordinator for Health 

Information Technology and are used to potentially shape national policy. Likewise, the Forum 

will communicate the latest information from the national health IT agenda within the state to 

facilitate alignment of these issues.  

 

 


